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Where were you born?
Torpoint, Cornwall

Tell us about your
family
I have a wonderful wife Debbie and three
resource drainers, Dane 25, Ashley 21
and Erica 17, I also have a Foster
Daughter Natasha 16. Dane is the head
chef in the Theatre Royal Plymouth,
Ashley is an MGS Officer at HMNB
Devonport, Erica is in her first year of a
three year beauty therapist course and
Tash is in full time education.

Where did you spend
your last holiday?
Salou, Spain, with the family (not
recommended, very expensive and too
commercialised) and Hisaronu Turkey
with my brother and a few close friends. 

Where would you like to
travel in future?
I intend taking my wife on a Caribbean
boat Cruise in a couple of years time for
her 50th birthday (oops sorry dear), I
would also like to visit Australia. 

What is your favourite
book?
The National Geographic ‘The
Knowledge Book’ I like facts not fiction. 

Do you have a favourite
quote or saying?
I am a firm believer of providing people
with the right tools/training for the job,
having done so I would expect them to
get it right, so my favourite saying is ‘get
it right or get off the site’. 

When you get the
chance, how do you
like to spend your
free time?
Playing golf (a single figure
handicapper, due to play in a Pro-am
sponsored by Virgin Atlantic after
winning my local club competition at
Whitsand Bay), walking along coastal and
country paths with my wife and watching
my nephew playing rugby who has just
won the U18 Schools cup at Twickenham
whilst playing in the Southwest England
Rugby League for Truro College.

During your career,
what would you consider
as the most interesting
job, and why?
During my time in the Army, I had the
opportunity to serve in some interesting
countries, Berlin being one when the
Wall was breached and unity with east
and west was restored (I have a large
asbestos brick as a souvenir), and my
current one as Operations Manager
because it is giving me the opportunity to
identify and implement improvement
needs in order to carry the MGS forward
in the Security Industry. 

If your house was on
fire and you could save
one thing, what would
it be?
My wife (otherwise I would be haunted
for the rest of my life).

If you could invite 
two personalities to
dinner, one male and
one female (dead/alive,
real or fictitious)

who would you invite
and why?
Bear Grylls the adventurer and born
survivalist, some people may think who,
or he’s a Looney, I personally think he is a
talented, knowledgeable, intelligent
individual with a great sense of humour
and Lady Margaret Thatcher, to ascertain
the real reason for me being sent to the
Falkland Islands. 

Suppose I gave you
£100,000 to spend on
whatever you wanted,
what would you buy?
I would bring my dear wife’s birthday
present forward and up grade the
Caribbean to an around the world boat
cruise.

What talent would you
like to have?
I have done quite a lot of DIY in my time,
from building my own 15 x 12 feet (in old
money) conservatory, to assisting my
brother in 5 to 19 rooms 3 floor
extensions. The persons that fascinated
me most were the electricians, I guess
that’s the talent/skill I would like to have.

What do you most enjoy
about your job?
Having the opportunity to share knowledge
and experiences gained through life’s
journeys, whether it be through learning or
training, with colleagues in an attempt to
further develop my own skills and those I
work with. 

Getting to know youGetting to know you
Continuing our regular look at individual MGS team members

Name: David Fairbrother
Job title: MGS Operations

Manager
Location: MDPGA HQ
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On the 6th September
2008, CSO5 Adrian
Dangerfield from Basil Hill

Site, Military Supply and Security
Squadron Corsham, represented
the Agency in the 62nd Airborne
March held in Oosterbeek near
Arnhem in the Netherlands.

The march is held annually and in
remembrance of the brave soldiers and
service personnel who fought in the
World War Two battle of Operation
Market Garden in September of 1944.
Participants included British and Polish
military veterans and serving personnel
from all over the world. The march
involves marching distances of 10, 15, 25
and 40 kilometres, through the
municipality of Renkum, along the Drop-
Zones and Battlefields of the biggest
airborne operation of World War Two.

CSO5 Adrian Dangerfield says: 
“I originally planned to do the four day
marches in Nijmegen but as my son, an
army cadet also based at Basil Hill Site
MSSS Corsham wanted to participate as
well, we decided to do the one day

marches held in Oosterbeek”. The route
distance completed was 25km which is
the most favourable of Armed Forces
Personnel. Starting at 10:00am on a
sunny day, we set off from the
Hartenstein Airborne Museum amongst
32,000 other participants, including a
civil servant from Swindon’s Minerva
House. Equipped with boots, issued MGS
dog handling trousers, issued beret, a
home-made T-Shirt and a rain coat just in
case, the route took us through the
villages and countryside of Oosterbeek
and around the Arnhem War Cemetery.
CSO5 Dangerfield says: “When walking
around the War Cemetery you see and
feel a great sense of loss of life and it is
only there that you realise how fierce the
battles must have been for all involved
and the great loss of life suffered”.

CSO5 Dangerfield also said: “As we
competed in the march the local
community would offer cups of sliced
fruit and water and would be cheering
you on whilst flying their Airborne flags
from the front of their homes”. As
various bands, both military and civilian

participants, played marching tunes we
finally crossed the finish line at 2:30pm,
after the odd pit stop in a pub and a
small lunch along the route.

After collecting our marching medals
we had a quick rest before visiting the
Airborne Museum, which provides a
good insight into the Operation Market
Garden Mission. We then headed back to
Arnhem to our bed and breakfast for a
well earned rest and a shower.

CSO5 Dangerfield has informed us he
intends to compete again next year and
recommends it for anyone who likes a
good walk whilst taking in the history of
the area. CSO5 Dangerfield hopes the
Agency will allow a team to participate
next year. CSO5 Dangerfield would also
like to thank CSO1 Katherine Malough
and CSO3 Tony Austin for allowing him
to represent the Agency. 

Further information about the
Airborne March and the Operation
Market Garden can be found on the
Airborne website at:

www.airbornewandeltocht.nl  

■ A hearty congratulations to CS03
Michelle Harris, CS04 Shaun Tilling 
and CS05 Mark Crewe of the MGS, 2
Training Regiment Middle Wallop for
successfully finishing the Reading
Half Marathon on Sunday 29th 
March 2009. 

The gruelling 13.1 mile race was run
by these three officers in order to raise
money for "Help for Heroes". The total
raised came to around £1000. Before the
actual event a lot of hard work was
required to achieve sponsorship for the
charity. They would all like to give a very
big thank you to all who generously
donated to this very worthwhile cause.
This made all the tough training, during
all weathers over the last three months,
easier to bear knowing the amount of
support they had leading up to the event.

Once again a very heart felt thanks to all
who gave their support and
encouragement to these three officers   

for all their time and effort in achieving
not only their personal goals but also in
raising a substantial amount for their
chosen charity.

MGS Officers run Reading Half Marathon for Charity
by Emma Barnes, MGS Kennel Assistant, SAAvn Middle Wallop

MGS Region 5 go airborne
(. . .well marching anyway!)
MGS Region 5 go airborne
(. . .well marching anyway!)
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■ On the week beginning 13th April Brian
Anderson, MGS Coulport, and Gary Thomson,
MDP HMNB Clyde, near Helensburgh, cycled to all
12 SPL Football clubs - starting at Kilmarnock and
finishing on 18th April at Inverness. 

By organising this event they hope to raise
about £15,000 for CHAS (Children’s Hospice
Association Scotland).

Their itinerary was as follows:

■ DAY ONE -  Set off from Kilmarnock FC
and cycled to St Mirren FC, Rangers FC,
Celtic FC, Hamilton FC and Motherwell FC 

■ DAY TWO - Cycled to Hibernian FC, 
Hearts FC and Falkirk FC

■ DAY THREE - Cycled to Dundee United FC

■ DAY FOUR - Cycled to Aberdeen FC

■ DAY FIVE - Cycled between Aberdeen and Elgin

They finished on the 18th April by cycling
to Inverness Caledonian FC, having cycled around
400 miles ! - Just in time for the kick off !!! 

They cycled this route without the help of any
support vehicle.

All 12 SPL Clubs contributed to the event and
have all promised either a signed shirt or a signed
ball (some clubs have already handed these over).

Prior to the event 8 clubs were visited and
 publicity photos were taken for issue to local and
national press.

See the following webpage for more details:
www.justgiving.com/brianandgarycharitycycle 

■ It is nice to receive praise for a job well done and 
occasionally our customers take the time to write and 
let us know.

An example of this is a recommendation from Lt Col Eagan
the Commandant of the Cadet Training Centre in Frimley Park
for a Special Bonus Award for their CSO4 Mr Ken Brain.

Ken has been the shift supervisor at the Cadet Training
Centre (CTC) since Jun 2004.  Ken is a ‘working CSO4’ and
works in a team comprising of 9 CSO5s.  Like countless other
units within Region 4 they have had their fair share of under

manning.  In a small ‘stand alone’ unit like CTC the problems are
more acute.

The Commandant of CTC has been impressed with the level
of personal commitment Ken has shown in ensuring that the
security needs of the CTC have been met as well as his concerns
for the wellbeing of the CSO5s he is responsible for.

We won’t embarrass Ken and let you know how much he
has received as a Special Bonus Award but we would like to add
our appreciation for the work he has done at the CTC and
indeed for all the MGS officers there.

Praise for a job well done! by CSO2 Tom Taylor,
Ops Manager Region 4
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