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SECTION 1

OPERATIONS IN THE TOTAL EXCLUSION ZONE

1. The Total Exclusion Zone, of 200 nautical miles radius
around the Falkland Islands, was established at 1100Z on 30 April.
The main body of the Task Force entered the TEZ that day and
commenced operations to establish air and sea superiority in the
area.

PORT STANLEY AIRPORT

2. One of the first priorities was to deny the enemy free use of
Pert Stanley airfield. On the morning of 1 May Vulcan aircraft,
operating with tanker support from Ascension Island, conducted a
bombing raid on Port Stanley airfield. Twenty one 1,000 1lb bombs
were dropped on the airfield, and subsequent photographic
reconnaissance showed that limited damage had been achieved to

the runway. Shortly after the Vulcan raid Sea Harriers from the
Task Force followed up with bombing and photographic reconnaissance
runs. During the night ships of the Task Force conducted Naval

Gun Fire Support (NGS) on Stanley airfield.

3. There were three further Vulcan raids on Port Stanley Airfield
in May and Sea Harriers attacked on numerous occasions. However,
the airfield was not completely closed, thus confirming the
difficulty of airfield denial operations using old, conventional
metal bombs. The raids did, however, succeed in disrupting
Argentinian resupply, destroyed a number of aircraft on the ground,
as well as equipment and sgpplies.

SUBMARINE OPERATIONS

4, On 2 May the Rules of Engagement (ROE) for SSNs were revised
to allow attacks on any Argentinian warships outside the TEZ and
at 1856Z that day, HMS CONQUEROR fired a salvo of 3 torpedoes at
the cruiser GENERAL BELGRANO. Two struck and the BELGRANO sank
with the loss of some 400 lives. This successful attack was to
have a profound effect on future maritime operations, as after
picking up survivors from the BELGRANO, the Argentinian Navy
retired to within the 12 mile limit of territorial waters and

did not dare to show themselves again throughout the Falkland
Islands campaign. Our submarines were instructed not to interfere
with rescue operations after this sinking. A fuller description
of Submarine Operations is given in Section 5.

ASSESSMENT OF THREAT

5. From the beginning of the month there were indications that
the Argentines intended to launch major air attacks against the
Task Group, certainly from the mainland and possibly also from

the CVA, 25 DE MAYO. 1In the event all air attacks against the

Task Group were launched from mainland airfields, although aircrafc
taken from 25 DE MAYO were involved. In anticipation of attacks

-1-
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¢f explosives has created mwany a good tale for the future, lHowever, the
removal of the 18500 lbs of equipnent ccnsiderably improved stowage problems
in the fore-ends.

COHEUHICATICHS

I

8, FProblens associated with communications (Arnex F) started with the damage
+o the wireless mast and became stcadily worse by the 27th.

the Command believed that with no H¥ and unreliable 33148
~eception, the submarine would te forced to withdraw from the Cperation for a
vireless nast change. Cvernight 27/28th the submarine remzined within UHF
range of TG 317.9,‘awaiting instructions and in a thoroughly deprossed freme
of mind. However, after an excnange of signals, COR 1%5 was received at 280330
irom CTG, allocating arezs in +he vicinity of the Falklard Islands. 3By A

2R3

inference. thic shouwed the Command thai deswvite the comunications problens,

vperation COXPORATE was still on for COMQUBEROR, Huch heartened, the submarine

dived at 0550 znd started the transit to the Yest. Operation PARAQUET complote
and re-joining Overation CORPORATE. _ R e

AUTPI-SATYPPTI DAPROL TO SOUTH AHD $OCGTH WEST CF PALKIAND ISLANDS
0 6 M

28 APRTI, TQ 6 AY o
‘9, The first week after re-joining Cperation CORPORATE was spent on an ASV
atro) to Lhe South and South West of the Falkland Islands, operating imsiie

TR,

u:nd outside the 20C mile Total Txclusion Zon’ (TE4%). Alshouzh not formally

*nssigned as such, the submarine was operating on associated support to TG 1N
nitisl irstructions were to locate and remein with the Argentinien Task Grouwp
‘G 79.%. Tais wes thought to consict of the Cruiser BELGRANO, the destroyers
JCUCIHARD and RUEKO in cempany with the oiler PUERTO ROSALES and parhavs the
ug GURRUCHAGA. The Torce was assessed to bLe conducting operations in shallow
‘ater sonc forty miles to the liorth of ISLA' DE LO3 BSTADOS. In addition, the
abmarine was ordered to report early any ypdication that the group was readinsg

souerds South Georgia. !
i . e s

R

- JOMTUNTCATIONS

20. The submzrine surfaced at 301125 to ptream the AHG wire with its HF tail u
in order to improve HF troadeast recepticn!' The Command was concernsd tnat the
streamed wire mignt lead to counter-is’ection bv close ASY units but .rezpondiad

T - . - 4 ] :
to the advice of CTG. TIn retrosnect, this proved to bYe an excellernt decision
“ne combination of improving HF receptic as the sutmarine moved Wast, £
recention, weant th L althoush communications recentio

it

rerained 2 problem, it vas now containaple;

.
i . ¢

DETICTION OF %G 79.3

- 1. The detection and subsequent trail of 76 79,3 is discussed
t Report O1. Initial detsciion wgs
esed zignzture at 301645 on the towed zrray at a reconsiructed
32 ¢f fifty miles. After closing the bearing overnight, the
t
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detoctzd on brondband sonar at 010620 iay and signied visuwally at 1254.
COXOUCROR manceuvred into & treiling pﬁa:f:on on the port gquarter o the
Eroun, revorted contact and | roceedod in trail the shirg fast at twelve knots,
skirting the T2Z2 by tventy miles,

APTACK oL 76 7.3 -

22, i At 020805, the force revers ed course and increased speed slightly and

appeared to be heading back towards ARGENITIH By 1625, COMQUEROR 1} received '
new ROZ that alloved attack on Argentinian warsnqu outside the T2Z. The

subzarine went deep to cloze the group and oubuenuothv carried cut a successful
Hark € torpedo attacic on the Cruiser BELGRAL This resulted in two hits that

sanl: Fer about one hour later. In»ellmgcnce 1ntercept later reported the
desfroycr LOLCHARD had c¢lezimed to bave been hit by a torpedo that failed to
detoniie If true, this could have accounted for the third torpedo and would
co*xﬂ*gte with sonar recordinzgs of a taird hit. This was undoubtedly the
hignlight of the patrol and is claimed as the most Southerly enzazenent in

the South Atlantic to date b/ a Royal ¥sval warship. It is coverzd fully in
fvert Report 02. Random depth charging by the two destroyers cauged CONOUIRCR
to withdraw at speed to the Scuth before cireling slowly to the BURDWOOD EAIK/
ISLA DE LOS EJ’A)OS Gap to hopefully re-attack the rcturning destroyers.

INVESTIGAPION OF SA2 DATUM & .
' 23, On 4th, while patrelling towarda the BELGRAKO Datum, a merchant ship, latar
idertified as rrobadbly the counverted hospital ship MY BAHIﬁ VARATS 0, Hag detected
, and subseguently trailed te the Argentinian SAR Datun. Other units v;sudl
+ .. sirrted on the sdorch wers the tug GURRUCEAGA, the two SUMHER Clase d r~“ rs
“ and-a 707 aircralt and 2 small helicoplar. Since necw ROX denied auuack cn
Q ver hips agei"n AR activity, the submarine withdrew to ihe o rth, 1§a?ing

tha dest'oyera unaniested.

‘\.

\

;
L5 RRETECTION OF HAS SHATFRIRLD

L4, AL 041945, 102 159 was reanvoi ordering CONQUEROR to protect the danaged
© SEREFIZLD from veszible EXOCET attack by the destroyers BOUCEARD ard ZULNO, The
sutiurine moved dast in response and erent twelve hours en rztrol in the H%:th
Enst corner of he> area., Afier receivi of further sigmals that sadly suggzsiad
HEXTISLD was not,worth protecting and that changed the R0E to allow attacHHz on
the ISULIZR Class dastroyers, CONQUZEIR noved South Yest to close several contacts
in 1?0 vicinity of the 3AR Datua. v
1
0 fs'.ugr, 0D SUPWEDL YUK ) ) : .
2%, | Tmeore followe& a confusirng seven hour pericd when the submarine nade J;ntact
deep in peov visibflity with at lsasi three ships and then trailed iee§ and| Taszt
vhe vas thoursht o te two of them - 2 merchant vessel and possivly a warsli£.
Peturning to voriscope depth after & vrolongsd stern chase, the contacts wsre
:fgﬁtci 25 ong hewvwily laden supertanker on transit Yest. The two destroyers
4rd egeopeld ietect:on. Tae followirs aorning, CUOX 205 was received revortiag
thet the two BLOs dere en ronte to USHYATA for repairs that included unsxploded
oo vor:edo damage 1o thae BOUZHARD. i
| \
‘ -
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c. On receipf of the zporopriate RO3Z, CONOULROR conducted a mark &~
L8]

' torpedo attack on the Cruiser BILGRAND resulting in twe hits. The ship
stbsequently sunk 1ndﬁc“,1p" that there is still a role for thz Mark S
toy p°do attack axzinst a suitable target. Thias is claimed as the nost
scutherly Royal jiaval eng el ment in the ATLANTIC to date.
’ d. After the destruction of the BiLGRANQO, Argentinian Naval Units ceased
! to operate outside territorial waters with the excevtion of ths shallow

weter of 'El RINCON off Pta BSLGRANO.  This reduced the threst to the Task Group.

e. Damage to the wirzless mast on the 20th Avwril severely desraded CONGUERCR's
oreyaticnal ability nece -51tat1nv long hours et perigcove depth atiempiir
t¢ receive traffic,

_BEGOHH”’DATIOHS

GL a. The membars of the Ship's Company namasd in CONQUEREOR's “T‘/10F/‘}h
1620012 Jun are reccommended for immediate awards in vecognitidn of their
quVPP} or meritorious service,

b. Ship and UXSUKCAMS Stsff should nrget to discuss fully the Communicetions
) . difficulties experienced with a view 10 eliminating them rvefore ihe next patrol.

(“

rtudied

(&

c. The recommendations in Annex F concerning Communications should be ¢
with a view te improving Communications Control.

N . Ik .

-I have tho henour to be,
Siv, Y
: o - Yeur c!e&::nt Servens

!" | BN 5 %A’w’“ )

L
C L VREIPCRD-ZRG \
Commander, Royal Uavy
Comnanding Officer
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SECTION 6
ANNEX 6F

RULES OF ENGAGEMENT FOR SSNs AT 30 APRIL

Because the MOD considered that the rules in FOT1 0204 were
sufficiently explicit to be used for OPERATION CORPORATE, 14
gp2cial rules for SSNs were drawn up (Annex A) and issued to
{OOUKNAVY's 0710457 APR. Subsequently ROE 5 was amended twice,

R (MODUK's 1014487 and 160849Z), firstly to read; "...... may be

T :sumed to be Arg and may be attacked" and finally to read,

"A1y Submarine detected not classified nuclear may be presumed

0 be Arg and may be attacked'.

UIRENT RULES

The following rules were extant at the end of April:-
CORPORATE

i. INSIDE MEZ

4 (Warships and Auxiliaries may be attacked)

5. (Submarines may be attacked)

12. (Continue Patrol after first successful attack)
13. (SITREPS required on Arg Forces).

ii. OUTSIDE MEZ

(Carry out surveillance MT 25 MAY)
(25 MAY only may be attacked)
(Submarines may be attacked)
10. (Report after first successful attack)
13. (SITREPS required on Arg Forces).

The following rules were in force for OPERATION PARAQUXT but
ar: now in abeyance.

i. INSIDE 200NM OF SOUTH GEORGIA

4. (Warships and Auxiliaries may be attacked)
5. (Submarines may be attacked)
13. (SITREPS required on Arg Forces)

ii. OUTSIDE 200NM OF SOUTH GEORGIA

1. (Carry out surveillance)
5. (Submarines may be attacked)
13. (SITREPS required on Arg Forces). .

30




. TURDAY 1

Received COR 153, 155, 156, Refisonable reception on the wire.
B - 268/092 T - 05 Very similar to T - 04

it jrteerisptrye

Position 54 295 62 23V

Weather Wind 10 Ynots from 270 Vis 6 KN
Seastate 2 ‘rom 270 S38 2
Cloud 40" SV not itaken

CO _COMiZNT

COR 153 states BELGRANO Group (79.3) ¥2S thought to be in Area

KIGUEL (54105, 64 40d) at 301400%. Area HIGUSL is some 75 NK from
me to the VWNW, T - 05's filtered bearings (diesel signature) fall B
across this Area. It is a good point in vhich to operate because:- v

a. Average depth of water is about 65K i "
b. It sits behind a 291% shallow patch ;
c. It is under ARG Air Cover

d. It is only 35 NM from the TEZ.

I am now between HMIGUZL and the route to S.GE0ORGIA. Intention is s
to close thez shellow water overnight and investigate the Area tomorrow P
morning., If they are there, one can only say our intelligence support

is EXCZLLENT.

Sunset

CO DATLY SUMMARY

Surfaced this moraing to stream my wire and HF tail and to test UHF
emergency aerial. The latter proved that my problems are in my aerials
as SSIXS worked perfectly on it,

Have been heading towvar’'s the Area MIGUEL all day as intelligence T
suggests this is where TG 79.3 will be, Hopefully my diesel Tonal :
is the first contact that will lead me to them.

I8

I3

. B -~ 297/153 T - 06. Group of unstable lines.

MAY 1982 5;4
CO_COMMZNT Lo
Received COR 159 - New Area Allocation. Areas allocated leave out

two blocks - Dog Two Xray and Yankee, 60 hy 70 NH to West of LOS ESTAD OS.;,;
This does not make sense. Sent Sitrep 21/82 asking for the r ason. !

€/C 150 t~ resclve ambiguity of T - 06 )
B - 280 T - 06 possibly searing whine (from 1G 79.3?)

B~H5
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CC CORIUNT

COR 160 (partially decrypted) surgests 79.3 will leave Area KIGUZL
at 1600 to head East, possibly into T:3Z. T will go ani have a look
now and then fall back to deep water.

B - 246.S 42 Faint aural contact 1 X 4 126 revs - pOSéibly HV.

Position 54 06.55 63 20.8W

Weather Wind 15 kts from 310 Vis 10 KM
Seastate 2 from 310 SSS 3

Cloud 30 % SVP not tsken
C/s 8 to close 542
FCS (Poor) S 42 286/36 kyds 090/9 AOB 16 starboatd
CO COMINIZHT
¥"rom GOP S42 appesars to have boen Steaming Forth at 10 krots over
last few hours, at a range now of 70 kyds. Aprears to be within
10 kyds of northern edge of Area HIGUEL, If this contact is part

of TG 79.3 1 exvnect her to 6/C South shortly.

FCS (Poor) S 42 286/70 kyds 180/10 AOB 74 Yort. She has altered to
the South.

Sunrise. Hothing visual within 10 kyds
/D 210 €/S 15 C/C 275
CO COIIMENT

Decided to go deep and increazse speed to 15 knots for 1 hour to get
to Area MIGUEL for a search

Entered Area MIGUEL
¢/ PD C/S 4 Visual search

START sVEWT 0101 ~ TWITTIAL COUTACT WITH TG 79.%

B-28 R - 10 kyds S - 42 Unidenlified Varship. Designated i - 02

CO COMiENT

Five ships novw in sight in fairly close {ormztion. WDisposition
of the forces is

2 Nsis.
" (foss 4’ué\.) 5
Ao a— -V
-— U ¥
o oy
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FCS (AVZRAGE) of Group 272/11 Kyds 13b/8 AOB 3& Port
{if  co coiLENT )
E{ ' COKTACTS TD3WTIFTZD AS:- ' _; ﬁ
0y 5 X
;if | TO5 I S42 = M- 02 KO FUSRATA DB ROSALES E
'f : V56 = 5 - 03 DD ALLEN SUiiiZR CLASS i 3
b M - 04  CCL BELGRANO i-
; M - 05 DD ALLEN SUMNSR CLASS ﬁ;p
iy
f (DD's Probably BOUCHARD AND BUENA) ?jf;
I have not seen the two masts to the left of I} ~ 02/M -~ 04 ;%;i
again - possibly I was mistaken and there are only four contacts. {? {
M - 02 and M - 04 appear to be RASTNG. i é
Warner loolk - Ro Rackets ? i ‘;
CO_COHENT é %}-?
TG 79.3 is operating under a passive EWCON policy | i
C/C 350 to increase my distance off track from the TG. ?

Fcs (GOOD) M - 03+ 191/4.1 Kyds 130/9 AOB 119 Fort ! E

FCS (GOCD) M - 04 193/5.1 kyds 155/10 AOB 142 lort

CO COMMENT

M - O3 has crossed in front of ¥ - 04, The disposition is now such
that there is a DD on either side of the CCL.
From set ups, the indication is an KLA of 120 -7. This will take
TG 79.3 straight to the centre of Area JULIAN

i Intention is to open out on the port quarter of the group and shadow

Vlarner clearance -~ No racket
-~ b

CO COFHENT

:  Intention is to remain between 9 and 14 kyds from the sroup

B - 300 5 - 63 T Band Racket 1 sweep only. No classification

B-h8
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END ZVENT 0101 - IKITIAL CONTACT JITH TG 79.3

CO 3D OF SVZLT SULMARY

First contact with TG 79.3 was, in retrospect, T - 04 at 301645 last
night. This was the diesel signature from M - 02 the AO,
picked up at a range of approxinatsly 100 Kyds. This coupled with
the exceilent intelligence support enabled me to rain visual contact
at 1249 this afternoon.
PG 79.3 consists of CCl BELGRARO (M - 04)

DD's BOUCHARD AKD BUENA (M - 03, K -05)

A0 PUSRTA DE ROSALZS (M - 02)

. : Possibly one tug

CCL BSLGRANO and AO PUERTA DE ROSALES were RASING on first gaining
visval contact which could account for the Groups slow SOA. The
Group's course will take it straight to the centre of Area JULTIAN

M - 05 Black Smoke - possibly increasing speed, No indication
from sonar.

White larocn seen above M - 04.
CO CGhMENT

1. The white Maroon has not caused any change in the groups
activity - perhaps it marks the end of the RAS?

2. VISUAL DBSCRIFFION OF M - 02 PUERTA DE ROSALBS

MKMF white supefstructure, dark Hull, dark funnel, white king posts.

3. Diesel signature 645Hz, 36 lz spacing indicates 6 cylinders
2 stroke engine.

4. Trom observation the TG does not appear to be conducting any
form of zigzag

5. TG is 28 Wl outside the T¥Z.

No response 35SI7S.

CO COLIMENT

Have tried to clear a locating report on 35135 - unsuccessful., Intend
going deep to close the group to 7 kyds and then returning to PD.

Assess iLL now 13%0/9.5

¢/D 20U C/S 15 C/C 13V
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€/C 230 C/S 10 - 1936 Ranging Hanosuvre »

FCS (Average) MO2  142/13 kyds 130/13 AOB 168 Port

c/c 115 €/S 15

c/D PD

CO COMIENT

TG 79.3 are still in the same disposition at 12 kyds. HLA
130/13.5. Returned to PD in time to see AQ breal away returning
to the NVW. Remaining forces appear to have speeded up. They
need 12 knots to get to Area JULI ANby 020200. 1Intention is to
increase to 21 knots to close,deep.

c/D 200 C/s 21.

MO3's range now 7 kyds. C/D PD for visual set up.

CC COMHENT

Dispos’ tion unchanged at 12 kyds - MI& 130/12.

¢/D 200 C/S 16
Intend closing deep to 7 kyds

All contacts faded ~ possibly due te group slowing down
C/D PD for visual set ups

CO COMMENT
Disposition uncnanged at 12 kvds. MLA 130/12

No success on SSIXS

Weather: Wind 15 knots from 300 Vis 10 NH
Seastate 2 from 300 5SS 2
Cloud 30% SVP nottaken

c/D 200 ¢/S 20

Position 54 47S 62 574
Weather as at 1925

C/S 16 to refine FCS
Disposition &nd MLA unchanged

- B-60
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C/C 080 for 1936 Range and “CS {(iverage) b

M- 04 - 102/6 kyds 130/12 AOB 152 Stbd

H - 03 - 078/9.5 kyds 130/12 A0B 128 Stbd

Sunset ;

¢/D PD i

Fcs (GOOD) M - O3 080/8 kyds 130/12  AOB 130 stbd o
M- o4 122/7.5 kyds 130/12 ACB 172 Stbd g
M - 05 167/5 xyds  130/12 AOB 143 TFort . |

TG 79.3 are not burning Navigation lights. Tlost visually.

c/D 200 ¢/s 21

Intention is to close to 9 kvds and then C/C and C/S for 1956
range.

¢/D 260 0/C Domestics

C/C 180 - ranging manoeuvre
FCS (Average) M - 03 131/12 kyds 130/12 AOB Right Astern

FCS (Average) W - 04 156/6 kyds 110/13  AOB 134 Port
B - 150, 2 Bangs heard from M - 04, Cause unknown i

FCS (Good) M - Q4 159/8 kyds 120/13 AOB 141 Fort

CO DATLY SUKIMARY

Having followed the 'steer' from my intellirence support and oo
Tonal 05, 1 at last gained visual contact on TG 79.3 at 1250 iy
this afternoon.
I have remained in the trail for the last 11 hours, TG 79.3 Lk
have maintained an MLA in keeping with that suggested by my intelligence -
support which has been of great assistance.

TG 79.3 are not burning Navigational lights sc I shall maintain s
the trail from deep - ready to conduct a TIGHR®ISH Attack should b
TG 79.3 head north into the TEZ.

L good day - in contact with the Enemy at last!

B-61 i
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SUNDAY 2 FAY 1082

C/C and C/S as reguired for 1936 ransing manoeuvres on ¥ - 04
FCS (/veraze) 196/16 kyds + 25 Fyds 130/15 ACB 114 Sthd

B - 161 Y - 04 appears to h.ve stopped

B - 161 N - 04 regained faint zural revs constant 130 : LE i

CG COMeNT LR

It appears that TG 79.3 have altered course ~ perhaps to the : ,éiﬁ
HE to close the TEZ as expected. T arpear to be in a bow null : ?i
on- K - 04, i i

¢/C 250 to open DOT

M - 04 faded

M - 05 FCS (Foor) LOP 150¢/7 kyds 000/14  AOB 30 port
TCC 163/127 kyds 013/15  AOB 30 Port

CO CORMENT
I think TG 79.35 may well have reversed course to approximately 300. i

This puts me underfoot, as I had expected them to head North and was
well placed on the port quarter for such a manoeuvre.

K -~ 05 FCS (poor) 137/4 kyds 295/14 LOB 22 Stba
C/C 180 to get to the South of the group

C/C 080 for 1936 range
CO COMHTHT

Having C/C 080 to open DOT and vroduce a fast rirht bearings rate,

the Beering did not move vhich means that T4 79.3 must be at long range.
From the LOP it would awppear that the Group did alter to the Horth '
as originally thousht, but then resumed its ori:inal course of 130 !
at 14 kts, which would account for their long range. |
Intention is to C/S 21 and run down the bearing for 40 mirmtes steering ;
110 to offset myself to the HNorth. 1 believe the Group is now

20 kyds to the SE.

¢/s 21 ¢/C 110

c/s 12 ' RS

R P

B-63
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B- 080 M - 03
B-098 M - 04
B-~-120 B - 05
'CO COMMENT

TG 79.3 regained to the S3, range 14 kyds arproximately. Intention
is to close at 21 knots for a further 30 minutes pointing the left
wing escort. If the group change course to the Horth I shall be
well placed.

M - 03 FCS {Poor) 120/14 kyds 100/14 AOB 160 Port
¢/s 21 ¢/C Q80

¢/s-10
C/C as required for 1936 ranging. TG 79.3 now at 6 kyds

CO COMMINT

Expected TG to turn to the North in accordance w:th COR 160 but they
apprear to be skirting the TEZ 1B miles to the south of it.

Ji - 04 FCS (Average) 142/10.4 kyds 100/14 AOB 136 Port

CO_ COMHENT

14 hours or so in the trail now shows that TG 79.7% are transitting
Bast skirting the T:2Z at 20 NM - spe=d about 13 knots overall. Pausive
with very little overall alteration, Have besn trailing at ranges of
between -4 and 20 kyds at speeds up to 21 knots. Cruiser is held quite
easily inside 14 kyds and hor Destroyers inside 10 kyds.

M - 04 FCS (Average) 120/3.6 kyds 090/12.5 AOB 150 Port

¢/D PD C/S 5 Routine, Fix and Domestics
Nothing visual TG 79.% obviously in darkened ship routine

B - 140, E -~ 49 2 sweepsl band from M - 05 Possibly for station
keeping

¢/D 260 €¢/S 211 to close TG 79.3 for 30 minutes.
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CO COVLENT
v -
0530 - 0645 - At PD to clear LR 1/2, but signals r:=ad on

HF Broadcast, channel 5 and BILAT! Only signal down I believe
is COR 167

Received COR 168 -~ AM PORIOSA from FI to mainlend - well
to the North of me.

COR 1Tt - Su-gests that T¢ 79.3 will move to 545 60V
- bears 325/90 HI. by first light. They won't
moke it, Aim is to attack RN Units.

¢/s 16

M- 04 B-126
M - 03(or 05) B - 083

CO_COMMENT

I have now caught up with BELGRANO (M - 04). Intend staving about
5 kyds astern of her auwaiting developments.

Position: 55 20.2S 58.24¥W
Weather -~ Deep SSS 3 - 4
- SVP 060 - 4825
260 - 4826
M - 04 FCS (Average) 348/3.5 kyds 335/15 ACB 173 Stbd
CO COMAENT
TG 79.3 appears to have C’v to the RV.

M - 04 FCS (Poor) 320/1.5 kyds 280/15 AOB 140 Stbd
TG 79.3 appear to have started ziguarping

C/C as required for 1936 ranging

CO_CORMENT

TG 79.3 have C/C back to about 270 rather than into the TEZ! SAD.
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M - 04 FCS (Average) 313/1.7 kyds  270/17 A0B 137 Port
Speed trom LOP is 14 knots

Suspect S63 may be BBLGRANO, being mssked by I - 03,
CC CORMENT

Last night M -~ 03 and & - 05, the two destroyers, were at
approximately 160 revs and I - 04, BSLGRANO was at 130 when the
group was making good 14 knots. The Group is still making good
14 knots, but the contact designated ¥ - 04 is doing 168 revs, I
think this is a destroyer and the two contacts got mixed up during
the last sprint.

LOP solution over last 2 hours 270/14

Sunrise

M ~ 04 FCS (Average) 306/0.9 kyds 270/14 AOB 94 Port
B~ 247.8T" -2 X 4 = F - 05

CO COMMENT CL

Force Disposition 270

@ oD
DD

The Task Group is transitting West 15 NM to the South of the
TEZ. Although intelligence sucrpests that rhe group will enter
the T=Z, they appear to have a different idea. Perhaps the
bombing of Stanley airfield and the 'splashing' of a mirage have
made them wary of the TEZ!?

K - 04 FCS (Good) 302/5.5 kyds 270/10 AOB 148 Port
CO_CORHENT

Intention is to return to PD in 15 minutes to checlk disposition of
TG 79.3 visually and change a cearbox on Sector — a 15 min. te job.

A\

C/b PD C/S 5
K - 04 (BE GRANO) B & 220 ‘
4 - 03 (DD) B - 276 (oo
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CO COHMIENT

The contact we thoucht was the CC is one ot the DD's -~ they
must have changed over during the sprint at 0700

o

Taking routine on Warner Fast
Weather Wind 15 knots from 310 Vis &5 1M
Seastate 2 from 310
Cloud 1 00%

o DD &G Ky¥ns
Disposition N .q & S‘N\,

DO S KYDS
<]

cCL.3KNDS

<]

Very intermittent reception of FLTSATCOK 5

MO3/MO5 appear to be operating their SPS 40 tut not transmitting -
Scanners seem to be rotating - Nothing on VWarner

TG 79.3 are now at 12 kyds
MO5 B - 262/14 kyds. Appear to be changing station. Now 170/14.

B - 248 E 01 T Band PRF 1627, P¥ 0.3 ARF 2, Jlot associated with TG.
Parameters are of a 1006, Kelvin Hughes, Decca Comnar. Ho sonar
contact on that bearing.

M- 04 FCS{Good) 258/12 kyd 287/12 AOB 151 Fort

CG COMMENT

Traftic now received. COR 177 gives me permission to Attack.

- Delay due to confusion in that COR 174 cancelled an instruction (not
received) from CTG 317.8 to attack the Cruiser. DTG of COR 177 not
initially received and so awaited reruns to be absolutely c--rtain.

I hmve ROE to attack. Aim now is to close TG 79.3 and then work into
a firing position,

Preterred weapon Ik 8 liod 4. If a good attacking position canuot

ve achieved because ol the Escorts, then I shall use a M 24.

C/D 160 C/S 16

c/s 21 ¢/C 290
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¢/p PD C/S b
M - 04 FCS 221/4.6 kyds ©260/11 AOB 141 Stvd

C/D 200 C/S 16 _

0O CONKENT

DD istoo close to firing position on CG Stbd side therefore
my intention is to pass astern of BELGZANC and come up on her
port side so that she is between me and the destroyers when I
attack.

¢/D PD C/S 6 Vis is only 3 kyds

M - 04 FCS (GOOD) 287/1.5 kyds 242/1OVAOB 135 Port
C/D 380 C/S 21 C/C 225 to obtain a good firing position

ACTION STATIONS

START EVENT 02/01 -~ ATTACK ON TG 79.3 - G RELGRANO

CO COMHERT

In position 55 23.15 61 21.0Y. I am on the port quarter of

TG 79.3 and my target, the Cruiser G BELGRANO, is on the left wing.
Ky intention is to close to a firing position such that I shall fire
a salvg of 3 X Mk 8 Mod 4's from 1800 vds on a Torpedo Track Angle
of 100" and a zero gyro angle. I shall then evade to the SE
leaving the datum between me and the destrovers for as long as
possible to assist my escape.

¢/D PD C/S 6

M - 04 FCS (GOOD) 0©020/5.2 kyds 274/10 AOB 75 Port

CG CCIGIENT

Heving come up for my final Target set up, ¥ - 04 has wireed avay
and opened whilst I was deep.

Intend going deep and fast to close into my firing position,

Cc/D 300 C/s 21

/D PD C/S 8 C/C 040

M- 04 FCS (GOOD)  045/4.5 kyds 274/10 LOB 48 Port
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4
 5' 1843 N-04 FCS (GOOD) 040/35 kyds 294/10 AOB 75 Port
= CO_COMMENT
i ?; D.0.T. is 3.3 kyds. Will 'Duck and up' again to close range.
- ~ ¢/p150 c/s 18

: 1850 ¢/c 000 C/S 6 T

1 1851 Set Target Speed 11 knots C/D PD £

g ’ H ’k

3 Standby 1,2,6 tubes, open 1,2,6 tube bow caps 43

B o2 ¢/C 010 - for a 105° Torpedo Track Angle (TTA) o

o 1853 Final set-up i
-3 Mo4 Fcs (GOOD) 042/2 kyds 280/11  AOB 58 FORT -Likk:
g 1854 All-round look j%fﬁﬁ

CO_COML.ENT

Nothing else in sight. M-04 BELGRANO is not aware of my
presence. Intend to wait until the target's relative bearing
is Gt3 when it will be a zero gyro angle shot.

af'f} PTA now 90° after re-assessing the ATB at the last look, but
N will not C/C now as I am about to fire.
B 1e54% Final set-up

M-04 FCS (GOOD) 035/1.6 kyds 280/10%  AOB 65 PORT
Set target speed 104 knots

1856 Final set-up »
x-04 FcS (GOOD) 030/1.55 kyds 280/10% AOB 70 PORT

1856% Check firing bearing 023%%
FIRE
Order of firing 6, 1, 2

1857 Shut 1,2,6 tube bow caps
3 explosions heard
¢/D 300 C€/C 180 to clear the datum
Shut off for Counter-Attack
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CO_CCFMENT

Orange fire-ball seen just aft of the centre of target,
in line with the after mast, shortly after the first
explosion was heard. Second explosion heard about §
seconds after I think I saw a spurt of water aft, but
it may have been smoke from the first. Third explosion
heard but not seen -~ I was not looking!

Explosions heard

¢/D 500 ¢/s 22

CO COMMENT

These explosions are possibly depth charges or some type
of ASW weapon from the two destroyers M-03 and M-05.
Datum is now 4 kyds tc the NW of me.

c/c 090

c/c 060

END OF EVENT 02/0

CO END OF SVENT SUITIARY

Having been in the trail of TG 79.3 for the last 24 h-urs,

I had dropped astern of the group while reading my broadcast
routine. On receipt of COR 177 authorising me to attack

I went deep to close the group.

The intention was to close to an 'ideal’ firing position on

the side of the BILGRANO away from the escorting destr yers.

4 salvo of Mk 8 Mod 4's was considered better than a Mk 24 Mod

1, because of the BELGRANO's thick armour rlating and anti

torpedo bulges.

The gask Group were c&nductingoa very limited zig zag plan of

+ 30”7 approximately around 270 . Having muanoeuvred into a firing
position on the port beam of the target, the parameters on firing were:

Own Course 010

Own speed 6 kts
Target Course 280 296 )
Tar get speed 10% knots 10 ¥ts) Reconstraction
Torpedo Track Angle 90 106 )
Range on firing 1400 vds 1200 yd) from the 1OP
Gyro Angles 1st Weapon 17 Right

2nd Weapon Zgro

3rd Yeapon 2 Left
Angular Spacing 5% degrees .
Hitting Run . 56 seconds - 573 seconds timed on Sonar

Recording




A 3 torpedo salvo was fired using Averare Solutions beczuse

1 the poor visibility (3 kyds) made ATB assessment and rarging

- _ difficult, The command requirenent was one hit.

2. . Onboard analysis, using both the visual solution from the final

; set up and the LOP .Solution, gives two hits from the second and
third weapons, with the first weapon missing astern. This

is not suprorted by the visual sighting of 2 it 57 geconds
after discharge of the first weavon.

- Replaying the Sonar Recording of the attack gives two definite
Ty explosions with 2 possible third, although this was not confirmed

4 visually.

5 No Visuzl assessment of damage to the BYLGRANO was possible because
evasive action was taken to clear the area from the two escorting
destroyers. The subrarine was not detected throurghout this event
or at any other time.

1927 C/C 350.Datum B - 274 R - 18 kyds
1953 B~ 280 S -~ 30 getting louder. There is a lot of ‘'banging’ S
on this bearing [ g
2007 Position . 55 42.6S 60 58.3W -5k
Weather - Deep SS8 6+ %
SVP 020 - 4827 o
420 - 4834 I

2004 B - 272 Datum R - 26 kyds iy

i

2012 Loud Bang - heard to the VWest - No Bearing %
CO_GOMMENT |

If this is the Deutroyers chasing me they are either lucky in f g

their choice of direction, or there happened to be a WEPTUNE % g

3 in the local area with JEZ buoys that has directed them; because S
3 there have been no active tra smiscions at all. The 'Bangs' reported ? §
- by the Sound Room  sSound 1like gun fire - is it BELGRAHO's % 1
- ammunition going off? Perhaps the 'Big Bang' was her mapgazine. éaQQ
. Interval between first two 48 mins, second two 6 mins, so there is §§?§

; &. [ 3 1

nothing significant.

2037 Sunset
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3 explosions heard to the West

¢/p 500 C¢/s 15 B - 260 S5.30

CC COMMENT

S.30 to the West is 2 x 4, probably ¥-03 or M-05. I don't
think these bangs are coming from the destroyers. Still no

active transmissions, so there is no way that they could
have contact on me. Perhaps there is an eaircraft up there.

c/c 130

Loud explosions - appeared to be on the port side

N NN
- = jO

B -~ 265_‘Very loud noises - M-03 or M-057
¢/c 150 ¢/s 23

n
2
o

CO COMMENT

|

Opened out 22 kyds to East of the Datum. Slowed to 6 knots
prior to returning to PD. While I cleared stern arcs, both
DDs were heard at 290 and 300, Mod loud - assessment, tracking
Fast inside 10 kyds. I was just considering returning to FD
for a look when 2 bangs were heard, Mod loud. Altered to East
at 10 knots; 8 minutes later, 2 further sets of bangs - close!
Inside 5 kyds ty my assessment!

Increased to 23 knots and ciaded to SE for 1 hour. Nothing
further heard,

Do not know what they might be - no helos seen. Perhaps
aircraft dropping depth charges?? More probably, the DDs
sweeping to East, guessing we went in that direction because
the torpedoes came from the SE, and dropping the odd charge to
drive me away — it did! Still no active transmissions.

RETROSFECTIVE COMMENT

Listening to the sonar recording of the loud bangs, run at half
speed, gives 5 distinctive discharge mnoises prior to the loud
eyplosions, which in turn eare 5 separate explosions. The
discharge noise sounds like a Limbo/Hedgehop itype veapon,
presumably on the DDs.

¢/D PD C/S 6 Transmit Sitrep 25/62. Fix, domestics.

¢/D 260 €/S 12 Opering to SE

c/C 180 b
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CO DATLY SUMIARY

Trailed TG 79.3 all night tracking outside TEZ to East. At 0805
reversed course to West. On return to PD at 1415, discovered that
CC end DD had crossed over during reversal of course. Spent from
then until 1620 obtaining traffic. COR 177 - Attack. Slightly
garbled trhe first time.

1620-1900 - Closing to attack. Tnitially on the starboard side
of G. BELGRANO (}-04) but DD was too close there, so crossed over
to Port side to obtain a good firing position. 1900-2100 - srent
evading to EAST and then SE. I still cannot understand why the
explosions were so close. 2100-2359 - spent clearing the datum
to SE.

¥ill move South and then West apvroximately 50 nm from the Datum
before heading NW back to a search position off the Isla de los
ESTADOS.

MAY 1982

88 voinay 3

€O COMYERT

ko1 0

Overnight intentions are to move South and Northwest to operate
half way between ESTADOS Isle and the firing Datum by pm tomorrow.

No sonar contacts

¢/D PD C/S 6 Transmit Sitrer 26/82, Routine, Fix and domestics
4 new sifnals required

B - 030 E 58 Fossible HEFTUNE
CO COMMENT

I would imagine the Neptune rackets are alreraft searching for me
around the datum area.

B - 050 E58 is increasing in intensity
¢/D 260 ¢/s 15

Position 56 10S 62 34V

385 2.5
SVP 020 - 4827
210 —- 483%2

¢/C %30 C/S 15 - Heading for Isla de Los Estades
T - 06 (43% Hz) in after bheams
Diesel signature at 11.6 Hz sypacing in low beaus
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