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Rank Range Entry Standards Duration FrequencyQualifications gained

IELTS level 7. 
Normally 1st or 2nd class 
honours degree or relevant 
professional equivalent. 
Non-graduates will need to 
make a case for acceptance, 
based on relevant 
professional experience, and 
to demonstrate their ability 
to achieve the intended 
learning outcomes at 
postgraduate level. 

Typically two years for the 
PgCert, three for the PgDip 
and three to five years for 
the MSc.

1 course per year, starting  
in January

In the period since the end of the Cold War, the risk of major armed conflict between states 
has been compounded by new threats of economic dislocation, crime, drugs, environmental 
damage, state collapse, non-state actors, anti-elite action, ‘super-terrorism’ and the re-
emergence of racial, religious and tribal tension. However, the international system remains 
the principal framework within which security issues are discussed and resolved, or not.

Each module represents 100 learning hours, of which 80 are completed at distance using 
printed materials, CD and online. All modules, compulsory as well as elective, last ten weeks 
and require eight hours per week distance learning effort. The remaining 20 hours take 
the form of seminars and student presentations during three days at one of the residential 
schools run twice annually. The degree is highly flexible in order to enable students to 
respond to professional or operational commitments.

Completion of the first six compulsory modules may lead to the award of a Postgraduate 
Certificate (PgCert).
These are:

A further six modules may lead to the award of a Postgraduate Diploma (PgDip). These are:

Having successfully completed twelve modules for the PgDip, students may then complete a 
15,000 - 20,000 word dissertation in any area covered by the course which may lead to the 
award of the MSc.

Suitable for military officers, members of international 
organisations, including UN agencies and NGOs, 
diplomats, civil servants, police, academics, journalists, 
politicians, and others who need the capacity to analyse 
the complex interactions linking contemporary security 
issues and roles, or those seeking to move into 
these areas.

Takes you on to senior positions in the armed forces, 
government, international organisations, media  
and academia.

International Security MSc/PgDip/PgCert
Course No: 402/098


