RAF JURBY HEAD BRIEF
RAF Jurby Head was located on the north west coast of the Isle of Man and occupied three sites:

a) Strike Command Range Unit – Jurby Head (7.21 acre MOD freehold site with right of way to site);

b) Northern Quadrant – Ballagarraghyn (0.0022 acre leasehold site);

c) Southern Quadrant – Orrisdale (0.186 acre MOD freehold site with right of way to site).

The range operated between 1939 and 1993 under arrangements with the Isle of Man incorporated into local bye-laws.

The function of the station was to supervise and monitor the use of the air weapons range, which stretches for approximately 13km along the mean low watermark and for some 9km out to sea. The bombing exercises were carried out at sea with the use of non-explosive practice bombs. 

The main user of the range was the United States Air Force (USAF), but the RAF and other NATO air forces used the range regularly.

Many weapon types were used at Jurby Head ranging from a few lbs in weight to 1,000 lbs. Most weapons were inert, although it is possible that some live ones were dropped.

Information on the use of Jurby head between 1939 and 1950 is contained in Class AIR Piece No 12518, which is held at the National Archives at Kew. The Operations Record Book for RAF Jurby Head/243 Signals Unit for the period 1956 – 1965 may also be found in the National Archives at Kew under Class AIR29 Piece No 3215.  

Both the Admiralty and the Isle of Man Government have issued Notices to Mariners about the Jurby Head site. These Notices to Mariners identify a range of activities, which should be avoided in, or in the vicinity of, the site.

Current international scientific evidence indicates that munitions on the seabed present no significant risk to safety, human health or the environment, provided they remain undisturbed.

It is not MOD current policy or procedure to undertake seabed clearance of seaward ranges. MOD has no plans to remove munition debris on the seabed.

Any attempt to clear the seabed within, or close to, range areas is unavoidably dangerous for the personnel involved. It would require major and protracted clearance operations. Nor could the removal of all munitions be guaranteed.
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