
 

 
 
 

 

SAFETY ALERT 
 
Overheating of TK3 Control Potentiometer (Lighting dimmer) 

Number: SA 04/07 
 
ES&P Sponsor: Peter Meakin 
         

 
Date of issue:      09 August 2007 

 
Contact if different from ES&P Sponsor:  
 
P Mursell, Defence Estates, Safety Systems Group, 
Kingston Rd, Sutton Coldfield, B75 7RL. 
Tel. 0121 311 2152 
Fax. 0121 311 3636 
E-Mail. Paul.mursell@de.mod.uk 

 
 
 
Who Should Read this: CEstOs, Top Level Budget Holders, MOD Project Managers, Organisations 
appointing Authorising Engineers (AE) and Authorised Persons (AP) including: Commanding 
Officers/Heads of Establishment, Defence Estates (DE) Deputy Directors (Estates), DE Advisors, DE 
Facility Managers and Maintenance Management Organisations, who are advised to draw it to the 
attention of the Works Services Teams. 
 
 
 
When it takes effect: Immediately 
 

 
When it is due to expire: 08 August  2008  

 
 
Document Aim:  To notify all relevant parties of a Department of Health safety alert in respect of 
the TK3 Control Potentiometer (Lighting dimmer) manufactured by Helvar Ltd 
 

 

Product  TK3 Control Potentiometer (Lighting 
dimmer) 

Manufacturer/Supplier Helvar Ltd. 
Problem Overheating due to terminal over 

tightening or forcing unit into 
back box 

Risk  Fire 
Action  Replace unit (free of charge by Helvar) 

 

EEstate SStrategy &&  PPolicy  



 

 

1. Document synopsis. 
 

• This Safety Alert (SA) advises all relevant parties of an incident within the 
Department of Health of the failure of a lighting dimmer.  

 

• The safety alert issued by the Department of Health is attached at Annex A, 
which gives details of actions to take and what to look for. 

 

• DE endorses the actions within the Department of Health Alert. 
 

• Included are contact details should further information be required. 
 

2. Introduction: 
THE CONTENTS OF THIS NOTICE ARE TO 

THE CONTENTS OF THIS SA WILL SECURE COMPLIANCE WITH THE 
HEALTH & SAFETY AT WORK ETC ACT 1974 AND ITS SUBORDINATE 
REGULATIONS. 

 

• The appropriate MOD officer shall arrange for the RPC/ Maintenance 
Management Organisation (MMO) contractor to carry out all actions in 
accordance with this Alert. 

 

• Any work required as a result of this SA must be carried out in accordance 
with JSP 375 Vol 3 – MOD’s Safety Rules & Procedures. 

 

• Defects are to be immediately reported to the MMO and the Authorising 
Engineer, who is to ensure that any appropriate Operating Restrictions are 
applied. 
 

• On MOD Establishments occupied by United States Visiting Forces (USVF) 
responsibility is jointly held by USVF and DE (USF). At base level this jointly 
managed organisation is to take appropriate action to implement the 
contents of this SA. Where this SA contains procedures which differ 
significantly from USVF practice DE (USF) code of practice will be issued. 

 
3. Requirement: 
 

• ACTION ADDRESSEES ARE TO ENSURE THAT THE REQUIREMENTS 
OF THIS SA ARE NOTIFIED IMMEDIATELY TO MMOs FOR 
AUTHORISING ENGINEERS (AE) AND AUTHORISED PERSONS (AP). 
  

• This SA applies to TK3 Control Potentiometer (Lighting dimmer) part 
numbers HES37050, HES37060, HES37080, HES37090 & HES37091, 
manufactured by Hevlar ltd 
 

• AEs ARE TO ENSURE THAT ACTION IS TAKEN AT THE EARLIEST 
POSSIBLE OPPORTUNITY TO IDENTIFY IF THIS EQIPMENT IS 
PRESENT ON ANY OF THE SITES FOR WHICH THEY HAVE 
RESPONSIBILITY AND THEREAFTER TO MAKE ARRANGEMENTS FOR 



 

 

CONTACT WITH HEVLAR TO ARRANGE DELIVERY OF ANY 
REPLACEMENT UNITS 

 

• The earliest possible opportunity should be established commensurate with 
the risk to personnel with the highest priority given to the inspection of 
sleeping accommodation and the lowest to unoccupied or rarely occupied 
buildings. 

 

• Contact details for further guidance and replacements: 

 
Paul Mursell 
Senior Electrical Engineer 
Defence Estates  
Safety Systems Group 
Kingston Rd  
Sutton Coldfield  
B75 7RL. 
Tel: 0121 311 2152 
Fax: 0121 311 3636 
E-Mail. paul.mursell@de.mod.uk 

 

Simon Jasper 
Helvar Merca Ltd 

Hawley Mill 
Hawley Road 

Dartford 

Kent, DA2 7SY 

Tel: 01322 282387 

Fax: 01322 282383 

E-Mail. simon.jasper@helvar.com 

 

 
 
 



 

 

Annex A 

 



 

  



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

ANNEX B 
Estate Strategy & Policy Directorate 

Health & Safety Alerts Index 
 
 
 

01/2007 Failure of an ARI-Armaturen STOBU steam stopvalve. 

02/2007 Release of Asbestos fibres in Clasp Buildings 

03/2007 Spirax Sarco SV615 Safety Valve Operation 

04/2007 Overheating of TK3 Control Potentiometer (Lighting dimmer) 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 


